
Hunters Hall Grammar, Punctuation 
and Spelling Workshop for Parents 



The Aims Of This Workshop are: 

• To become familiar with the expectations, 
terminology used for Spelling Punctuation and 
Grammar (SPAG)  

• To understand the methods used at school and 
how you can help at home 

• To reassure you and update your own 
knowledge 

 





What’s the good stuff? 
•The curriculum has been slimmed down so that we can focus 
on less things but in more depth. 

•There has been a focus on “going back to basics”, getting our 
handwriting, spelling, grammar and punctuation right! (Let’s 
walk before we can run!) 

•We can be creative as we want with our writing! We teach the 
basics in literacy sessions and put our good writing skills to use in 
creative writing tasks! 

•Our children love learning new words and they are coping well 
with the new expectations. 

 



Grammar and Punctuat ion in  

Reception 

• The use of correct grammar is modelled  

through speech in the first instance  and then 

through reading and writing. 

• We expect the children to use the  correct 

forms of past, present and  future tense 

when talking about events  and to express 

themselves effectively  showing awareness 

of the listeners  needs. 



Spelling in  Reception 

• Know all of the individual letter 

   sounds and names. 

• They should know all of the  phonemes 

taught in phases 2 and 3  for example: 

ch sh ai or   igh  ee   ow  th  ng  oa oo 

 

 



Spellings in Key Stage One 

• We teach spelling patterns and rules from the 
National Curriculum Spelling  guidance 

• These are reinforced and revisited over the two years  

• Spellings are taught daily in phonics lessons.  

• Spellings are tested weekly based on spelling 
patterns, rules and common exception words (tricky 
words) 

• Spellings are reinforced during class based  writing 



Spelling Teaching Methods  
Key Stage One  

• Dot-dash method: identifying graphemes and 
patterns 

• Chunking longer words 

• Visualisation 

• Making words practically 

• Word roots/suffixes/prefixes 

• Dictations 

• Word jumbles 

• Rhymes to remember 







Year 1 Phonics Screening Check 
•In June all Year 1 children will have a  

  try at the Phonics Screening Check. 

•It consists of 40 words of which 20 

  are made up and 20 are real words. 

•The test assesses the child’s ability 

   to segment words into sounds and  

   then blend them together. 

•There is no time limit for this but we 

  can stop the test if the child is finding 

  it difficult. 

• We are told the pass rate at a later date. 

   (For the last 3 years it has been 32 but 

    we anticipate it will rise.) 

• Those children who do not reach the pass 

   rate have to redo the test at the end of Year 2. 



Grammar and Punctuat ion 

Prefixes and Suffixes 

• Year 1 - The pref ix  –un. 

I tied the ribbon. 

I untied the ribbon. 

• Year1 - Regular p lu ra l  noun suffixes –s o r  –es 

dogs 

wishes 

                  dog 

wish 

Year 1 - Suffixes 

help helping, helped, helper 

• Year 2 - Use of suffixes –er, – est and –ly 

large  

slow 

larger, largest  

slowly 







Grammar and Punctuat ion 

Sentences 

• There are 4 types of  sentence. 

• Statement 

• Question 

• Command 

• Exclamation 



A.Did you empty the dishwasher? 

 
B. What a marvellous empty 

dishwasher that is! 

 
C. Empty the dishwasher. 

 
D. You emptied the dishwasher. 





Grammar and Punctuat ion 

Punctuat ion 
• Full stops 

I go to school. 

 
• Capital Letters 

Come to my house and you can play with Sarah. 

 
• Question marks 

Will you go with me? 

 
• Exclamation marks 
How lovely it is to see you! 
 

• Commas 

My interests include reading, cooking, dogs and horses. 









Grammar and Punctuat ion 

Apostrophes 
• Apostrophes indicate missing  

letters/contractions. 

is not 

I will 

isn’t 

I’ll 

• Apostrophes indicate possession. 

 
The dog’s bowl was full of biscuits. 
 
Mark’s dog liked biscuits. 
 







Grammar and Punctuat ion 

Word classes 

• Nouns 

cat, Ben, table, pencil 

• Adjectives. 

red, pretty, happy, annoying 

• Verbs 

kick, feel, run, walk, shout 

• Adverbs 

peacefully, slowly, quickly, carefully, 
tomorrow, today 



Word level 
 

Plurals 
What is the rule? 

dog 

fish 

poppy 

sheep 
 





Sentence level 
 

Expanded noun phrase? 
 
 

The whale 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



The whale 

The grey, sleek whale 

The grey, sleek whale swimming silently through 

the water. 







Grammar and Punctuat ion 

Sentence Types 

• Simple sentence 

The dragon guarded the cave. 

• Compound sentence 

The dragon guarded the cave and he  
scratched the ground near the 
entrance. 

• Conjunctions 

because so but 



Co-ordination  
(using or, and, but)  

I like Maltesers and Mars bars.  

 

I like Maltesers  but you like Mars bars. 

 

Do you like Maltesers or Mars bars? 
 

 



 
Subordination 

  
(using when, if, that, because)  

 
I eat Maltesers when I am hungry. 

 
I eat Maltesers if I have run out of 

Mars bars. 
 

I eat Mars bars because I have a 
sweet tooth. 

 







Grammar and Punctuat ion 

Verb tenses 

•Present/past 

Jack is eating his lunch 

Jack ate his lunch 



Common mistakes 
We was going to the party.  

We were going to the party. 

 

I go to the toilet  

Can I go to the toilet? 

 

Her is running. 

She is running. 

 

We done it. 

We did it. 









Phonics 

Taught daily. 

Nursery – Phase 1 and start phase 2 

Reception – Phase 2, 3 and 4 

Year 1 – Phase 3 to phase 5   

Year 2 – revision of phase 3,4 5 

and  Year 2 spelling expectations. 

Year 1 and 2 have common 

exception words. 











Helping at home 

• Reading 

• Spoken language 

• Spelling homework –Display the spellings somewhere visible  and ask your child 
to write simple sentences using their spellings 

• Practically make words and play games focusing on the patterns and rules 
• Test your child orally.  
• Test your child in writing – make sure they complete the Look, Cover, Write, Check 

methods.  
• Spelling games, e.g., Scrabble, Bananagrams, Boggle, fridge letters. 

• Websites 
• http://www.educationquizzes.com/ks1/ 

• http://www.funenglishgames.com/games.html 

• http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks1/literacy/ 

http://www.educationquizzes.com/ks1/
http://www.funenglishgames.com/games.html
http://www.funenglishgames.com/games.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks1/literacy/

