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The purpose of this workshop 

• To gain an understanding of how children’s 
writing develops. 

• To understand how we teach writing here at 
Hunters Hall.  

• To know how we teach some of the technical 
aspects of writing. 

• To give you some practical ideas about how you 
can support your children at home with their 
writing. 



Time to reflect 
• ‘The best writers in any class are always the 

readers’ 

• ‘We need to stimulate an interest in words and 
sentences because they lie at the root of all 
writing’ 

• ‘If you want to be a writer then read, read, read.’’ 

• ‘Meagre reading produces thin writing’  

• ‘Writers read deeply’ 

• We only write when it matters to us personally’ 

• ‘Writing is about who we are. It is particular and 
personal and individual.’ 



The writing journey 

 

• As soon as your child starts to make marks, 
they are writers. 

• Writing is a developmental process; a 
journey. 

• the different stages of this journey are 
described briefly in the following slides 



Scribbling 
• Scribbling looks like random assortment of marks 

on a child's paper. 

• Sometimes the marks are large, circular and 
random. Sometimes they resemble drawing. 

• Although the marks do not resemble print, they 
are significant because the young writer uses 
them to show ideas and can talk about them 



Letter-like symbols 
• Letter-like forms emerge, sometimes randomly 

placed and often interspersed with numbers. 

• The children can talk about their own ‘writing’. In 
this stage, spacing is rarely present 



Strings of letters 

• In the ‘strings of letters’ phase, children write some 
legible letters that tell us they know more about writing. 
They will often use letters from their names. 

• Children are developing awareness of the sound-to-
symbol relationship, although they are not matching 
most sounds. 

• Children will often write in capital letters and have not 
yet begun spacing. 



Beginning sounds emerge 
• At this stage, children begin to see the differences between a 

letter and a word, but they may not use spacing between 
words. 

• Children are beginning to match some sounds to symbols. 

• Their message makes sense and matches the picture, 
especially when they choose the topic. 



Consonants represent words 

• The child begins to leave spaces between their words and may 
often mix upper and lowercase letters in their writing. 

• Usually they write sentences that tell ideas 



Initial, middle and final sounds 

• Children in this phase may spell correctly some sight words, 
familiar words and names, and environmental print. Other 
words are spelled the way they sound. 

• Their writing is readable 



Transitional Phase 

• This writing is readable and approaches conventional spelling. 

• The writing is interspersed with words that are in standard 
form and have standard letter patterns 



Standard spelling 

• Children in this phase can spell most words correctly and are 
developing an understanding of root words, compound words, 
and contractions. This understanding helps them to spell 
similar words 



What the Department for Education says 
about the purpose of writing 

• To communicate to others 

 

 

• To create imaginary worlds 

 

 

• To organise and explain information 

 

 

• To explore experience 



There are 5 aspects that 
we focus on in writing 



1. The child as a writer 
 - show a preference  

 

 - wanting to write on their own 

 

 - coming up with their own ideas 

 

 - fluency and stamina 

 

 - read aloud their work 

Preferences means saying or writing what 
you like about something. You might also 
say which one is better and give reasons 

why.   

Fluency means being able to 
keep writing with a good ‘flow’, 
without stopping all the time.    

Stamina means being able to keep 
doing something for a longer amount 

of time.  



2. Composition 
 - Say and organise their ideas 

- Write sentences 

- Include detail to interest the reader 

- Adverbs 

- Conjunctions 

- Clear beginning, middle, end 

- Check my work makes sense 

 



3. Grammar and Punctuation 
 - Use capital letters and full stops 

- Use !?, 

- Use capital letters for names 

- Join words or clauses using or, and, but 

- Join clauses using if, when, because 

- Write statements, exclamation, questions 
or commands 

- Use past and present tense                    
consistently 

 



Time for a task…… 



4. Spelling 
 

- Sound out words 

- Spell contractions – cant, don’t, isn’t, I'm, couldn’t  

- Spell common exception words 

- Adding ed, est, er, ing, ness, less 

- Write a dictated sentence 



5. Handwriting 
 - Ascender and Descenders 

 





The success of children’s ability to write 
is based on 

• A rich talking environment. 

• Experience of many stories that have been read 
to them. 

• Being able to join in with stories and adding their 
own ideas. 

• Practising and developing their own story 
language - ‘talking like a book’. 

• A range of engaging speaking and listening 
activities related to drama. 



What we do at Hunters Hall 

• Daily reading and writing opportunities 

• Extended writing opportunities in English and other 
subjects 

• Discrete handwriting sessions 

• Daily phonic sessions 

• Daily writing opportunities 

• Daily story time 

• Oral rehearsal and oral revision (before and after 
writing) 

• Time to assess and up-level previous writing and 
improve 



What we teach 

• Using adventurous and wide-ranging vocabulary 

• Using a clear structure to organise writing 

• Using texts read as models for writing 

• Sequencing events and recount them in 
appropriate detail 

• Varying writing to suit purpose and reader 

• Putting ideas into sentences – grammar and 
punctuation 

• Having a positive, confident attitude to writing 



What we do… 

• Demonstration – I’ll show you how to do 
something 

• Joint composition – now we’ll have a go together 

• Guided Writing – I’ll support you in a small, 
focused group 

• Independent writing – you have a go on your 
own 



Remind your child: 

• Practise reading out your writing aloud 

• Writers concentrate fiercely on their work 

• Keep self-image high and positive 

• Creativity matters because it makes us all feel 
special 

• Abandon your fear – fear is the enemy of 
creativity 

• Children should enjoy writing! 



Remember 

•You can’t write a story 
unless you can tell a story. 

•You can’t tell a story unless 
you have heard a story 



Create a literature-rich, word 
loving home 
• Visit the library. 
• Read aloud and listen to audiobooks together. 
• Encourage independent audiobook-listening if your child can’t yet 

read, or doesn’t enjoy reading. 
• Have deep discussions about books and films–not based on 

someone else’s “comprehension questions,” but on your own 
wonderings. 

• Tell stories. Read and recite poetry. Engage in word play: rhyming 
games, puns and riddles, 

• verbal poetry composed on the spot, and so on 
• Use letter sounds and not letter names 
•  Write in lower case letters 
•  Encourage your child to recognise letters in their environment; 

street names, signs, packets, brand labels 
• Encourage your child to type stories ad go back to them so that they 

can improve them 



Talk about what interests your 
child 
• Let them go on and on about dogs or 

science or history or Dr Who if that’s what 
excites them. Ask questions. Let them 
explain in intricate detail. 

 

• Have discussions. Ask for their opinion on 
important, real-world issues. This will 
develop their skills of explanation and 
argument, which will eventually factor into 
their writing 



Let your child write about what interests 
them, and in genres that they enjoy 

If your child is mad about Moshi Monsters or One 
Direction– respect their interest: this what they 
know and this is what will excite them. This is what 
will make their writing vivid and detailed.  

 

If they want to write fantasy stories because they 
love Harry Potter, they will understand how the 
genre works. We have to make the act of writing 
engaging –to draw children in and to make them 
want to continue.  



Help your child find meaningful, authentic 
reasons to write 

• Generally, we write to communicate with 
others. We write to connect. 

 

• Find real writing opportunities that engage 
your child and invite responses e.g. letters 
and e-mails, invitations, shopping lists etc. 



To become writers, children need 
something to say, the means to say 

it, and a reason to say it 



Thank You! 
• Many thanks for your time and patience. 

Any questions? 

 

• Please complete the feedback form to help 
us improve the writing workshop next 
time. 


